Ellie-Nicole's
Story

Ellie-Nicole has been working at TLT for the last four
years and is currently in the final year of her training
contract. She first started volunteering on the Ablaze
Reading Partners programme in 2019 where the
partnership ran with Oasis Academy Long Cross.
Unfortunately, along with everything else, when the
pandemic hit in 2020 the programme was brought to a
stand-still.

So, when Reading Partners rebooted in 2022, Ellie-Nicole was keen to get back involved and since
last year she has been heading up the programme for TLT. The volunteers now travel to
Evergreen Primary School in Easton in East Bristol once a week during their lunch break to read
with children in years 4,5 and 6.

Ellie-Nicole explained why she feels invested in the programme, “I grew up near Mangotsfield in
the outskirts of Bristol and | didn’t go to a particularly privileged school, | was never a child that
loved reading and English wasn’t my strongest subject. | didn’t necessarily do that much
reading outside of the classroom, but as I've grown older, I've learnt how important it is”.

Remembering conversations she had with her parents about jobs and careers at a young age,
Ellie-Nicole also recognises the impact the regular visits from the volunteers could have on a
child’s idea of what's possible for their future, “looking at the bigger picture, through the reading
partners, children are hearing about work in Law, that gets them thinking about it, it might feed
through to their future one day.”

Ellie-Nicole notes how the impact on the children’s reading enjoyment and ability has noticeably
improved from the start of the partnership, “some of the children made it clear that they didn’t
like reading and that they didn’t read at home, but now when we arrive, they are sitting at their
desks with their books, and they can’t wait to read. Some of the children have gone up reading
levels since we started.”

Additionally, aside from the academic benefit, reading for pleasure has a far-reaching impact on
many aspects of life such as improving mental wellbeing, nurturing creativity, and cultivating
empathy. And what's more, with Reading Partners there is also a significant social element that
comes into play. Ellie-Nicole explains, “It’'s a wider benefit than just reading, we talk about what’s
going on for them outside of school, and what they are looking forward to on the weekend. At
first, they might have found it confusing who we were and why we were there, but now we all
have a relationship with our partners, and I've seen how their confidence has grown. If they've
had a good reading session, you can see the joy in them and they go back into their class and
tell their friends, which hopefully spreads a positive message around the peer group about
reading.”
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The benefits of the volunteering are also valuable for Ellie-Nicole, as she described how the
sessions give her respite from her busy working day, “It helps me switch off from work. You're
giving the children your undivided attention; you don’t have time to think about work when
you're there”. For the whole group of volunteers, it's also a chance to build stronger relationships
with each other: “It’s time away from our desks, which is good for our mental well-being, and it’s
time that we get together as a group. As we travel there and back together, we'll talk about the
sessions, and we'll learn from each other. It's massively rewarding”. From a professional
development standpoint, Ellie-Nicole further notes how her skill in managing stakeholder
relationships is being developed as a result of her involvement,

TLT are a longstanding supporter of the Reading Partners programme and have been working
with Ablaze for 9 years. Ellie-Nicole explained, “It's a very treasured relationship that the firm is
invested in. | see how it’s helping with a wider strategy, we're essentially mentoring children
from varied backgrounds and potentially improving social mobility into the firm. TLT's head
office is here in Bristol, and it feels like it aligns with our values to invest in the South West.”
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