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Career Mentoring Ablaze

“ Before Career Mentoring there was a sense of
doubt about the future, but now | have more
confidence

For Ava and Corin, two year eleven students from South
Bristol, taking part in Ablaze Career Mentoring has helped
them to feel more confident about their future.

It's an unfortunate fact that the pandemic worsened both
economic and educational inequality, the two key drivers of
social mobility. For many young people, especially for those
lacking social collateral, finding work experience and the
confidence to make new connections with new people in
unfamiliar settings is a challenging prospect. Career Mentoring facilitates these connections,
bringing young people together with businesses to improve their communication and confidence,
provide them with insight into workplaces and help them relate school studies to future careers.

Ava and Corin, both studying at Oasis Academy Brislington, took part in Career Mentoring with
RPC Law. This was an opportunity to experience a work environment for the first time.

For Ava, the school’s partnership with RPC was timely as she explained, “I've always wanted to
work in law, so the programme sounded exactly like the opportunity | wanted”.

Ava got to build relationships with the mentors she met and chat
with other staff at the office. She told us this had helped develop
her conversation skills,”It's not normal for us to be able to talk
to people in a law firm, we don't get those opportunities
except for this. | think talking to different people and
hearing their perceptions on life in the workplace was a
useful thing for me”.

Unlike Ava, Corin’s career interests don't lie in law, he’s interested
in Chemistry and Physics. But the mentoring was still valuable for
him as it widened his ideas of what was possible for his future; “I
was always adamant that | would want to get into a university in
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the UK, but talking to the mentors, they told
me about how you can study in different
countries and get sponsorships into
universities abroad. It’s unlocked so many
ideas and career paths | could take,
including the apprenticeship route which
would take the weight of the debt off my
mindset”.

Unearthing the possibility of an
undergraduate apprenticeship was also an

unexpected outcome for Ava. She’'d
envisioned studying a bachelor’s degree at university, but she explained “the mentors couldn’t

say d negative thing about the apprenticeship route and how amazing they are at
getting you straight into the workplace. So, I'm considering applying for an
apprenticeship now which | never would have done before the programme.”

A memorable moment for Corin was presenting a business pitch in a board room to two RPC
employees he’d never met before. He was nervous about the presentation but worked with his
team to come up with a creative pitch and demonstrated just how much his self-assurance had
grown. He further explained, “I was put with a group of students that | wouldn’t normally talk to. |
doubted whether we would work together well but by the end we were able to solve problems
together easily. So, I've built stronger connections with my peers in school”.

Ava felt she came into her own on this challenge too. She led the presentation for her team and
found herself having to think on her feet to answer many questions that were thrown her way.
Reflecting on this she described it as “a useful experience to take forward into things like
interviews”.

Knowing that Ava is interested in a career in law, we
11 \: asked her if she would feel comfortable contacting
RPC again. She told us: “Yes, | think through the
course we built a lot of bridges with the people we
met. | would definitely like to see if they had work
experience and if they would take me”.

For any students considering Career Mentoring,
Corin had this message:

6‘ Just do it! You're only going to gain
knowledge from taking part. It was a
positive experience for me, even though
I’'m not interested in working in a law
firm, It gave me a better understanding
of my options and what's ahead of me
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