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Ten year old Maxine discovers a wonderful world of witches with her Ablaze
Reading Buddy.

Maxine, a year 5 pupil at Whitehall Primary School, told us how her Ablaze
Reading Buddy has helped her discover her love of reading and have more

confidence in her ability.

Before she started working with her buddy, Nic Reisner from local publishing
firm Intellect, Maxine was finding it hard to engage with books and therefore
didn't get the most out of quiet reading time in class. Now, thanks to weekly
sessions with Nic, she is confidently choosing books and motivated to read.

Ablaze visited Maxine and Nic at Whitehall Primary School to find out what
they had to say about their reading relationship.




Qintellect

publishers of original thinking

Nic Reisner from Intellect Books has been a Reading Buddy at Whitehall Primary School for over five years,
mainly reading with children in Years 5 and 6 (9-11 years old). She visits the school every week during term time
to read with her two Reading Buddies.

Ablaze visited Whitehall Primary School during a Reading Buddies session to ask Nic what it is like being a
Reading Buddy and why she wanted to volunteer:

““~ thought it would be a good way to give sometjhin
be a teacher, so | really enjoy the opportunify
atenton than they would get in a class setng. I«
as much as | do. I wor k’s foealal ypudpdaod hi aogf come@mn g,

gener”at on.

“¢ a very rewarding -drhce wdritl dwheinl eged x mperliogncoeut|] of
enjoy having a Readingt Bhddg. aTReadhngdBeddwhaealedp
too! The "Mfacdomihmg fweom a business means the child
guestons about WwWlkeatorwaendeednd wesit rteo loeuarr noifncge , a
the world “0of publishing.

Maxine is ten years old and in Year 5. Her first language is English, but she also speaks the African language
Shona. She has been reading with Nic for a few months and during that time her love of reading has grown and
her confidence has blossomed. We asked Nic what she did to help MaxineQ reading:

“Maxine was already quite strwegtiinedetrotfeahtnercphenr

more, as well as her enthusi asm. |l encourage hdgr t
| ask questons about the story so far, just beflore
Somet mes, whilst she is reading, I wi || a&sk herl qu

“Sh'® becoming more cownd dremal |iyn MmBetecndg d ytdlinaytg hsethe r € adi
di ference in her enjoyment, efigagement and undgr st

“] get the satisfaction of making a difference, of helping someone improve. It’s improved my mentoring
and listening skills. Also, | get to read some great children’s books!” Nic Reisner, Intellect Books


https://www.intellectbooks.com
http://www.whitehall.bristol.sch.uk/

Maxine@Q teacher has really noticed the positive effects of having a
Reading Buddy for Maxine:

“She i s more confdent in class
during quiet reading t me, Ma x i
book. Now, she wild/| confdently
and interested in her reading.
‘Her writng has also i mproved,
and is working hard to make her
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Maxine was very happy to talk to us about her experience of having a Reading

Bud dy Hold on 1o your bmoy:\ for magical mayhem!
“The reading and | earning are great
Reading Buddy. I enjoy reading "mor e
“1“ Il'i ked readi ntg rbeeaflolrye ,c oonuftd eln twawsint h
my spelling was not very good. Now |
reading, and | am happgier to put my
“©“ read with my Dad at home. This ye
was really plea’sed when | got t hem!

Emma Cutmore, Reading Recovery Teacher at Whitehall Primary School, is really pleased with the progress
made by the children who have an Ablaze Reading Buddy. Whitehall Primary School is supported by volunteers
from Intellect Books and Thrings Solicitors. The volunteers visit their Reading Buddies on a regular basis, so they
get to know the pupils well. Emma commented:
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“At Whitehall Primary School we invest in readi|lng,
chi l'sdrfemt ur es. Most of our pupils read wel/, but
under standing and enjoyment of books, so they 4are
“The Reading Buddies scheme is fantastc and bri g
been I ucky enough to visit the Intellect Boodks |of

“Maxine’s self-motivation, understanding and vocabulary have all improved since having a

Reading Buddy ” MaxineQ teacher

“Nic is really nice and she corrects me if | make a mistake when I’m reading ” Maxine
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Ablaze is an independent charity that exists to tackle inequality of opportunity for young people in the West
of England region. We do this by utilising the skills and commitment of business volunteers.

We aim to
1 raise young peopleQ confidence and aspiration
1 support their attainment and skill levels
1 empower them with knowledge to make informed choices about their future.

Since 2005 thousands of young people across the wider Bristol region have been supported by business and
community volunteers delivering Ablaze programmes in schools. These programmes aim to raise aspiration
and attainment and improve skill levels to boost young people@Q chances in continuing education,
employability and life.

Reading Buddies is one of the Primary School programmes organised by Ablaze. Reading Buddies aim to
encourage primary pupils to read more, read better and be more confident in their ability.

Schools have reported that when a pupil@ confidence grows from their reading sessions with a business
volunteer, their comprehension & ability to master literacy improves at a greater speed than it would
without this additional support. Volunteers are paired with pupils who need extra support and they visit a
school weekly, for 30 minutes, for an academic year.

https://ablazebristol.org/

enquiries@ablazebristol.org
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